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Bob served his country in the U.S. Marine
Corps for 4 years, including a year of service
in Vietnam.

During his career, he taught shop and draft-
ing classes for 171⁄2 years and spent the last
10 years teaching American Government and
history. He was a class sponsor for 3 years.
Bob served as president of the Morley
Stanwood Education Association for 16 years
and helped negotiate teacher contracts for 22
years.

Bob’s accomplishments in high school
coaching are quite extensive. He coached the
golf team for 12 years and the tennis team for
11 years. He coached junior varsity girls bas-
ketball for 12 years and his 1987–88 team had
a perfect record of 20 wins and no losses. He
coached the boys ninth grade basketball team
for 7 years, and the boys eighth grade and
boys varsity basketball teams 1 year each.
Bob also coached junior varsity softball for six
seasons and varsity softball for eight seasons.
His softball team won their district tournament
in 1993. Combined, that means Bob was at
the helm of a school sports team for 50 sea-
sons. Bob is a member of the Michigan Sports
Sages, an elite club of people who have been
active in school sports their entire careers.

It is work such as Bob’s that inspires us all
to achieve the best we can, and to promote
these qualities in others. Mr. Speaker, I know
you will join my colleagues and I in honoring
the work of Mr. Robert Bulow and the legacy
of service and commitment he has left for us
all.
f
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor a great friend and community leader
from California’s 50th Congressional District.
Dr. John Arrington has dedicated his life to im-
proving the educational and social well-being
of children throughout the San Diego Unified
School District. With his retirement on June
10, we will lose his presence on school cam-
puses throughout San Diego, but not his con-
tinuing leadership in the community.

Those of us in the educational community
are well aware of the commitment to edu-
cational excellence that John has shown
throughout his distinguished career. He has
also been an active participant in helping to
improve living conditions in his community, no-
tably as a leader and officer of the Southeast
Kiwanis Club.

John began his educational training by earn-
ing his bachelor of science degree from
Tuskegee University in 1963. He received his
master’s degree in school administration from
San Diego State University in 1974, and his
Ph.D. in school administration from U.S. Inter-
national University in 1977. He also received
training from the Howard University School of
Law in 1967, and he earned a counseling cre-
dential from San Diego State University in
1972.

John has distinguished himself as a teacher,
counselor, and administrator for nearly 30
years, serving as district administrator, vice-
principal, and principal in the San Diego Uni-
fied School District.

Nationally recognized for his work, John has
been honored by the Administrators Associa-
tion, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Kiwanis Inter-
national, the Association of California School
Administrators, and the Parent Advisory Task
Force.

As he retires from a sterling career in edu-
cation that was marked by vision, creativity,
and strong leadership, I joined his family and
friends in congratulating him on nearly 30
years as an inspiration to us all.
f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Albert
Anness of Waukesha, WI, served as a con-
gressional page in the House of Representa-
tives during the first session of the 81st Con-
gress. His experience as a page was the be-
ginning of a lifetime of political involvement
and activism.

Recently, Mr. Anness wrote a particularly
touching vignette about a unique and special
moment during his service as a page. Below
is his story, which I think we will all find very
interesting.

CHANCE MEETING

(By Albert R. Anness, House Democratic
Page, Spring 1949)

In the story I am about to tell, I was alone.
The only footsteps were mine; no human
voice was within earshot. Solitude was my
only companion.

It was past mid-afternoon as I passed
through the Rotunda of the Capitol and
neared the House of Representatives. The
statue of Will Rogers stood gazing down
upon the House Chambers. The large doors
by which President Truman had recently en-
tered to deliver his State of the Union mes-
sage were now closed. The House Chambers
were quiet and dark.

I don’t remember why I was in the Capitol
Building that afternoon. The House stood in
adjournment and besides being assigned to
the Ways and Means Committee, I had no
floor duties. I was probably running some
long forgotten errand.

Turning left, I began walking down the
corridor toward the Democratic cloakroom
door. I was heading for the underground pas-
sage returning to the New House Office
Building.

Walking down the corridor I recall the sun-
light streaming thru, the large window was
beginning to lose its brilliance as evening
began its resolute march to darkness.

As I neared the cloakroom entrance, my
solitude was broken by the arrival upon the
scene of the only other participant in my
story, Congressman Joseph W. Martin of
Massachusetts. The Democratic cloakroom
door opened and out he stepped. This was a
little surprising, because, at the time, he was
the Republican Minority Leader.

In a corridor usually bustling with activ-
ity, Congressman Martin and I were totally
alone. He was a friendly man of medium
height with jet black hair that belied his age
in the mid-sixties. Congressman Martin was
also the last Republican Speaker of the Unit-
ed States House of Representatives until
Newt Gingrich, forty-six years later in 1995.

We barely had said hello, when he stum-
bled and began falling down the cloakroom
stairs. If I had not been passing at that pre-

cise moment, he would have had a very nasty
fall on the marble floor. As it happened, he
fell harmlessly into my arms escaping in-
jury. Congressman Martin thanked me and
went on his way. This happened more than
forty-six years ago, but it will forever re-
main indelibly in my memory.

f
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Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend a very worldly young man. One of
my constituents, Seyi Fayanju of Verona, re-
cently won the National Geography Bee.

Since the age of 4, Seyi has been attracted
to geography. His knowledge of our world
spans the globe, from the new republics in the
East to the obscure islands of the Pacific and
the Atlantic. This remarkable youth has not
only accumulated a broad wealth of geo-
graphical facts, but he continues to expand his
awareness with a zeal that is truly admirable.

Seyi has been recognized by his teachers at
the Henry B. Whitehorne Middle School as
one of the most gifted and well-rounded pupils
they have ever taught. His talent for geog-
raphy comes naturally. He continually im-
presses his teachers and peers with his ability
to rattle off the capitals of far off places and
identify the most remote mountain ranges and
bodies of water.

This intense level of geographical under-
standing enabled Seyi to succeed at the State
level and then go on to represent New Jersey
in the national competition. The questions for
the geography bee were prepared by the Na-
tional Geographic Society. Seyi received a
rare and perfect score in the finals to become
the winner of the national contest.

Mr. Speaker, the National Geographic Soci-
ety began this competition back in 1989 in re-
sponse to the public’s frustration with the lack
of geographical knowledge of our youth. Seyi
Fayanju has answered the challenge of the
public and we are proud of his achievements.
I commend this exceptional student on his
academic feat and hope that his accomplish-
ment will spark the desire of other students,
nation-wide, to take interest in the unique and
wondrous places our great world has to offer.
f
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today I would like to honor a very special cou-
ple, Mr. and Mrs. John Malone, formerly of
Elizabeth, NJ. On Sunday, June 23, 1996,
John and Elizabeth Malone will celebrate their
fiftieth wedding anniversary by renewing their
wedding vows at St. Walburga Monastery in
Elizabeth, NJ.

John Malone served the city of Elizabeth for
36 years as a firefighter before retiring from
the force in 1985. Elizabeth Malone worked
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with the telephone company before retiring in
1986. This couple managed to raise four chil-
dren in the process, who have since given
them six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is my feeling that we can all
look to this couple for inspiration. In a time
when divorce rates are astoundingly high and
society is suffering as a result of this, the
Malones have shown us that it is possible for
married partners to sustain their respective ca-
reers, raise a family and remain happily com-
mitted to each other. I wish them many more
years of happiness.
f
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, throughout our
Nation’s history the men and women who
have served in our Armed Forces have been
responsible for providing and securing the
blessings of liberty for all Americans. Admira-
bly serving our Nation have been many His-
panic Americans who have come together as
members of the American GI Forum to effec-
tively represent the concerns and interests of
Latino veterans and their families in many is-
sues.

This weekend the American GI Forum of
Michigan is holding its 35th Annual State Con-
vention, which is being proudly hosted by the
Flint Frank O. Barrera Chapter. At the conven-
tion the members will be learning more about
the experiences of one veteran whom I am
proud to have as a constituent, Mr. Natividad
‘‘Nat’’ Benitez of Gagetown. Nat Benitez was
awarded the Bronze Star for bravery under fire
for holding his position against superior enemy
forces on April 15, 1945.

His bravery was reported by the Cass City
Chronicle on March 20, 1991, which recounted
the event. With two flanking positions having
been knocked out, leaving him alone to de-
fend the line, Nat Benitez exhausted his sup-
ply of ammunition and hand grenades,
crawled out of his foxhole under intense mor-
tar, grenade and rifle fire, crawled through an
exposed position to get more ammunition, and
then returned to his original position to con-
tinue to hold the line. Even though he was the
only soldier holding this position, the next day
it was discovered that there were 23 dead
members of the enemy force around his posi-
tion.

Today, more than 50 years after his
harrowing and heroic exploits, Mr. Benitez
continues his profound respect for members of
our military, understanding all too well the
risks that they each take, especially when in
actual combat. He knows how hard it is to
lose a friend, who can be taken in a split sec-
ond by enemy fire. He knows that training is
not enjoyable, but it is essential to survival. He
knows what it is to risk all for one’s country,
and how important it is that our veterans be
treated fairly for all that they have done.

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and all of our col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr. Nat
Benitez in his recognition by the American GI
Forum of Michigan, and in wishing all of the
members of the Forum a most successful con-
vention.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, back on June
14, 1777, the Continental Congress of the
United States adopted a resolution that gave
us the stars and stripes that are our American
flag. This June 14, 1996, the Hudson Elks
Lodge will celebrate the 219th annual Flag
Day to the day.

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you why it is so im-
portant that organizations like the Elks Lodge
No. 787, serving Hudson, NY, take the time to
recognize Flag Day and the American flag. It’s
because our flag is unique and so is Flag Day.
To my knowledge, no other nation has a holi-
day like it. No other nation has a special day
when its people gather, as those will gather
with the members of the Hudson Elks Lodge,
to honor the flag as a special symbol.

And that, Mr. Speaker, is what makes our
flag and Flag Day unique, it represents a
unique Nation—the strongest, freest, greatest
Nation on Earth. No other flag is anchored so
securely in the hearts of a people like Old
Glory is in ours.

Let’s stop for a moment and consider why
that is. It’s because of civic organizations and
people like those in the Hudson Elks Lodge
who continually remind us of the importance of
our flag. It’s because of their efforts to raise
public awareness of the flag and all that it
stands for that Old Glory commands the devo-
tion, respect and reverence that it does.

That’s why, Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to
address the members of the Hudson Lodge as
Brother Elk. The Elks are devoted to promot-
ing pride, patriotism and volunteerism and do
more than anyone when it comes to those
goals. The Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks have helped to relight the fire of patriot-
ism in every American citizen and through
their voluntary acts on behalf of the commu-
nity, they have helped to reach our young
people in whose hands the future of America
depends.

But Mr. Speaker, I owe my Brother Elks in
the Hudson community and around the coun-
try another expression of my personal grati-
tude. That’s because they stood beside me,
and the overwhelming majority of Americans,
who wanted to see Old Glory, our most visible
and beloved symbol, protected by the Con-
stitution, our most sacred and beloved docu-
ment. I’m referring of course to the constitu-
tional amendment to prevent the physical de-
struction of our flag that passed overwhelm-
ingly right here in the House Chamber, only to
be defeated by just two votes in the Senate.
As long as lodges like those serving the city
of Hudson continue to impress upon our fellow
Americans the significance of our flag and
what it means to America, I’m confident we
can ultimately afford it this ultimate protection
it so richly deserves.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and
all Members of the House join me in tribute to
the Hudson Elks Lodge for all they have done
to spread appreciation for the American flag
and our country throughout their community.
For those efforts, they are all truly great Amer-
icans.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to honor an out-
standing individual on his retirement from 30
years of outstanding service to the community
of Morley, MI. Mr. Paul Heidemann has served
the students of Morley Stanwood High School
as a teacher, music instructor, administrator,
confidant, and friend to the many people
whose lives he touched.

During his career, he has taught elementary
and secondary instrumental music and di-
rected the junior high and high school bands.
He has organized the Flag Corps and helped
with public address equipment for shows and
presentations. He has organized the band
boosters. Each year he oversees graduation
ceremonies. Paul has also been an unofficial
computer consultant for the school, lending his
expertise since the first Commodore 64 made
its appearance in the classroom back in the
mideighties.

Paul’s volunteer help in ushering Morley
Stanwood community schools into the com-
puter age has been tremendous. He has done
so much behind the scenes, always willing to
help each staff member with computer prob-
lems, even visiting their homes to help with
home personal computing.

His musicianship is outstanding. Paul was
named best musician in the first Big Rapids
Pioneer People’s Choice Awards. He plays in
the West Central concert band and Ferris
chamber orchestra and is organist at the Unit-
ed Church in Big Rapids. He has served as
secretary of the Michigan School Band and
Orchestra Association for the past 4 years.

It is work such as Paul’s that inspires us all
to achieve the best we can, and to promote
these qualities in others. Mr. Speaker, I know
you will join my colleagues and I in honoring
the work of Mr. Paul Heidemann and the leg-
acy of service and commitment he has left for
us all.
f
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Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to honor Nancy Interdonato, executive direc-
tor, of the ARC of York County, and wish her
well as she pursues new career opportunities.

During the 6 years Nancy served at the
ARC, she was an outspoken advocate for all
individuals with disabilities. She fought tire-
lessly to ensure those with disabilities were in-
tegrated into the community, truly making the
organization an ‘‘arc’’ between individuals with
disabilities and the community. She served as
a valuable resource in developing public policy
and spearheaded numerous Federal, State,
and local efforts aimed as ensuring quality of
life and quality services. I was pleased to have
the opportunity to work closely with her on
several occasions.
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